
Memorial Mass for Pauline A. Strawder 

B:  11-28-1944   D.  02-24-2012   A = 67   

Memorial Mass celebrated on August 4, 2012 

Readings:  Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7   &   John 6:37-40 

 

Homily: 

 

 Even as months have passed since Pauline’s passing, so many memories fill your 

mind.  Be assured of the prayerful support of the people of St. Louis Church as we have 

gathered to seek God’s consolation and commend Pauline to the everlasting care of the 

Lord. 

 

 The popular hymn “Be Not Afraid” reminds us that Jesus has gone before us to 

enable us to pass through every danger.  The Lord seeks to alleviate each and every fear. 

 

 As you reflect on Pauline’s life and the journey it took, you remember how she 

endured the fears and struggles of illness for her final months.  And certainly, the Lord 

calmed her fears and helped her to prepare for the transition from life as we know it.   

 

 Now we trust that this same Lord seeks to calm our fears associated with the 

separation death brings and He continues to invite us to draw close to Him. 

 

 The Gospel chosen for today reinforced the truth that Jesus came to do God’s will 

and accepts those who place their trust in Him.  We are grateful for the gift of peace He 

gave to Pauline prior to her passing, and we trust that He will continue to lead us to the 

kind of peace only He can give as our journeys continue. 

 

 You appreciate the many ways Pauline touched your lives.  You will always 

remember her as one who was so very outgoing and generous.  Her example of kindness 

toward others will continue to influence your interactions with others.  

 

 You will also remember that Pauline taught you that even when the challenges of 

life become more difficult, it is good to take up a new hobby.  She devoted much time to 

baking pies.  I’ve been told that apple pie was among her favorite flavors.   

 

 May the Lord in His goodness kindly and gently help us to embrace the truth that 

was brought our in our reading from the Book of Revelation and in the Gospel of John. 

 

 Truly, the Lord dwells with us and promises to make us His people as we strive to 

trust in Him as our God.  Truly, He has the power to make all things new. Jesus will do 

away with death and mourning, and He will wipe away every tear and calm every fear. 

 

 Christ the Lord has the power to grant eternal life to Pauline and to all our loved 

ones who have completed life’s journey.  May His gifts of faith, hope, and love be with 

us each and every time we think of Pauline. 

 


